Smarthinking Tutor Response Form

Your tutor has written overview comments about your essay in the form below. Your tutor has also embedded comments [in bold and in brackets] within your essay. Thank you for choosing Smarthinking to help you improve your writing!
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Hi, Vincent! I’m Anna B. I look forward to working with you on this Essay Center Review to improve your writing today. You mention a concern with run-ons, but I see a more urgent concern that you need to work on, though I have an embedded comment to hopefully help you check that you have clear, readable sentences. Let's get started!

*Writing Strength: 

I commend you for having both specific examples and research information about reckless or careless driving; they serve as good evidence to help your reader understand that such uncaring and ignorant drivers are the main cause of many accidents. 

*Vincent 11567844, you requested help with Main Idea/Thesis:   

You don’t properly reinforce your thesis that careless drivers are the main cause of vehicle accidents when you lack topic sentences. A topic sentence supports a thesis by reflecting a key point; however, you seem to begin your paragraphs with specific details like this one:

	 From my own experience, I once witnessed dangerous driving that left me wondering what kind of people, we kind of people do we trust our lives with when we drive next to them. 

You start to indicate an example, but it’s a supporting detail and not a major point. You’ll need to go deeper into each example and closely look at each paragraph, Vincent. What makes some drivers, with their improper driving behavior, the main causes of many car accidents today? Aside from the question, I urge you to use Clear Topic Sentences to help you.

*Vincent 11567844, you requested help with Content Development:   

You don’t explain from your examples and research, contributing to the lack of thesis reinforcement I mentioned earlier. What you currently do is describe the examples or present the research but stop there like what you do here:

	Teenage drivers are the leading in the case of over speeding, for most of them always have the mentality to outsmart the other drivers; hence, traffic rules are kept at bay during this competition time, therefore, leading to many fatal crashes on our highways. The recent case doing rounds on the social media involved a car that rolled over several times when the driver failed to negotiate a sharp corner. The CCTV footage revealed that the teenager was driving at 68 miles per hour. 

Examples and research evidence are important, but you also need to expound on their ideas to show how they’re valuable or crucial to your thesis. You must show your reader that the evidence you present are effective to support your thesis and not let your reader wonder why you’ve added them. One way you can explain further is to answer “So what?” The question makes you critically look at an example or a piece of research information and how it relates to other discussion points. You can try this strategy as you go through your body paragraphs.

Introduction/Conclusion 

You leave your reader hanging when you suddenly end the discussion with some research information, Vincent. To properly close your essay, I urge you to make a concluding paragraph. A conclusion highlights or emphasizes your thesis about careless drivers and major points that support it. Do this last after you restructure and revise. What again is your main point about car accidents? What key points support it? How are they the strongest or most valid for your reader to consider? Use these questions to build your conclusion. You can also check Strong Conclusions.

Summary of Next Steps: 

· Develop topic sentences.
· Explain more from examples and research.
· Create a concluding paragraph.

Thank you for submitting your essay for a review. I enjoyed helping you with this step in the revision process. Have a good day, Vincent! - Anna B.
You can find more information about writing, grammar, and usage in the Smarthinking Writer's Handbook.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Please look for comments [in bold and in brackets] in your essay below.
Thank you for submitting your work to Smarthinking! We hope to see you again soon.


Vincent Wilkins
P3:D1
     In the past decade, road accident occurrences have shot up significantly. [← Where’s your proof, Vincent? You need to present relevant statistics to show just how often road accidents have happened today compared to some decades ago.] There is no single day that passes without the sad news about road accidents in our local area that we hear from news media. On the same, the country has lost its useful people and property through road accidents. Those who escape the wrath of death incur severe injuries that render them handicapped and less productive. All these are attributed to dangerous driving habits practiced by the less caring drivers.
[bookmark: __DdeLink__2094_3965892728]     From my own experience, I once witnessed dangerous driving that left me wondering what kind of people, we kind of people do we trust our lives with when we drive next to them. One day I was with my friend in his car heading to work when a car passed by us. The driver was speeding, and we could hear the loud music the driver was listening to. The driver was overtaking carelessly. While he was doing this, a large truck surfaced from the opposite direction. Through a narrow escape, the driver of the truck was alerted. The truck driver acted quickly by diverging the truck to the other side of the road, and it ended up in a ditch, and the car was salvaged.
     To add, several months ago, a colleague of mine told me that, while he was driving into work; there was another driver very much busy driving well over the speed limit, talking on his cell phone. Under normal circumstances, it is tough for a driver to keep his eyes on the road while at the same time talking on the cell phone at speeds over 80 miles per hour. My colleague was in an unmarked patrol car when he pulled the driver over. My colleague stated he told the driver to put his cell phone aside and concentrate on driving or, if necessary, look for an area to peacefully communicate. Another colleague of mines said he witness a driver on his cell phone that was speeding. The passenger in that vehicle said the driver was big-headed, and he gave them deaf ears while he continued using his cell phone, driving at high speeds. [← This point is hard to understand; the term “big-headed” and “he gave them deaf ears” are not common American English expressions, Vincent, so you need to use clear description on what the driver did that led to his accident. To help you ensure that your sentences are clear, I suggest reading the draft aloud.] After driving for an hour and still receiving calls, there was a bridge nearby, and because he didn't notice the bridge and another car was coming from the opposite direction, they were involved in a head-on collision. Such an occurrence could not have happened, were it not for the driver's ignorance.
     According to Nationwide, most drivers are negligent, and they cause accidents which claim lives (Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company, 2019). [← This paragraph is not properly structured when you start with a research detail, Vincent; it’s a supporting idea and not a major point. To properly begin a paragraph, make a topic sentence that previews its major point. What overall idea about careless driving is this paragraph developing that you can show in a topic sentence? The research detail follows afterwards.] Reports indicate that thousands of people are killed; from bad driving habits, driving drunk and even falling asleep while driving, and some drivers never consider traffic road signs. For instance, last year, many vehicles veered off the road because the drivers failed to adhere to the traffic road signs, especially in sharp corners and during the changing of lanes. The report from J Family Med Prim Care indicates that road traffic accidents have emerged and is an important health issue (J Family Med Prime Care, 2012).Teenage drivers are the leading in the case of over speeding, for most of them always have the mentality to outsmart the other drivers; hence, traffic rules are kept at bay during this competition time, therefore, leading to many fatal crashes on our highways. The recent case doing rounds on the social media involved a car that rolled over several times when the driver failed to negotiate a sharp corner. The CCTV footage revealed that the teenager was driving at 68 miles per hour. 
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